In all rare or obscure affections the eruption itself, including its history, symptoms, evolution and involution, is first to be considered. After these points have been determined upon, as far as the material at hand will permit of, the questions of the cause and nature of the disease naturally follow for investigation and discussion. In addition to the clinical memoranda and observations presented from time to time, I have sought to bring together into one group such previously reported cases, scattered throughout literature, and certain other allied forms of disease, as seemed to me might pro|»erly be included under one head. Circumstances have, for sometime past, prevented me from continuing my study on At this point I must be permitted to go back a few years, in order to make my position, views, and reasons therefor clear. As is known to all, Hebra described, in 1*72, a grave, pustular disease of the skin, of which several instances had, from time to time, been observed at the Vienna General Hospital. The description given was brief, and in the dermatological world at large the subject attracted comparatively little attention. Dermatologists in other parts of Europe and in this country seemed at a loss to identify or recognize the disease. In the United States it did not seem to be known. My American fellow dermatologists in the large cities, with whom I conversed, were not familiar with it, nor was I myself able to reconcile Hebra's description with any of the pustular affections encountered in my field of study. Nor was the disease recognized either in France or England. Moreover, considerable confusion existed even in Vienna, competent observers there being by no means of the same opinion regarding the-disease and its proper classification. Thus, Hebra himself first looked upon it as belonging to the herpes group, and called it "herpes impetiginiformis," with the idea that it was a form of herpes; subsequently he regarded it as an her|K*tiform impetigo. Nor was the subject materially elucidated by the publication of several of Hcbra's original cases by Auspitz and by Gel>er, the first of whom looked u|>on it as herjHis, calling it " herpes vegetans," while the latter also endeavored to prove it to be herpes. Then Neumann, who was without doubt familiar with Hebra's cases, emphatically designated it herpes, terming it " herpes pyjcmicus" or The patient was a woman. The eruption was general and extensive, and was exclusively pustular (with no signs of erythematous, urticarial, vesicular, or bullous lesions) and crusted, the pustules being whitish and yellowish, and of varied shapes and sizes, some being distinctly elevated and somewhat conical or rounded, others flat; some were miliary, others small, pea-sized, and some larger; all being seated on more or less inflamed bases or arising from inflamed patches. The eruption, as a whole, was, moreover, herjHjtiforrn, showing a distribution and arrangement here and lh> r> similar to that seen in imperfectly developed or abortive herpes zoster. The lesions themselves were irregularly grouped, as is sometimes noted in small discrete patches of zoster. The central pustules, often aggregated in little bunches of two, three, or four, were small but of variable size; the older ones were more or less crusted, and were closely encircled in an incomplete, broken manner, with new, for the most part sparse, flat, minute pinhead-sized pustules. There was, moreover, marked pigmentation in patches here and there; also malaise, with a disposition to be cold and hot alternately, hardly amounting to a regular chill. Finally, there were heat and burning and some itching, but recent scratch-marks were not conspicuously present. In brief, the case possessed, so far as the skin was concerned, the chief characteristics of Hebra's impetigo her- In bringing these remarks to an end. I would say that 1 have always held to the opinion that all discussions tending to create |>erplexity should be avoided. On this point I feel strongly in the present case, concerning the relationship of the two forms of eruption which are the subject of this pajx*r. The matter can only lx* settled by fully recorded observations at the hands of competent rejxirtors, and it is highly important for future studies and deductions that the cases be ranged under such titles as will convey the clearest idea of the clinical picture. Considering, therefore, the existing difference of views, and in order that no possible harrier may impede progress, it will jxirhajm lx; to the advancement of the subject to separate, for the present at least, the diseases ; and that, in the future, observations be rejxirted under one caption or the other, as may seem most in harmony with the clinical facts of the case. 
